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in the collegiate year of 1910-11, two hundred and seventy
members had been enrolled. These may belong to any one
of the many Christian bodies, while there is a pledge for
such non-Christians—Moslems, Jews, etc.—as may wish to
become associate members. The attendance at the open
meetings is by no means confined to members, and special
services often attract large crowds. Sectarianism is so far
removed from the meetings that it would be hard to detect
a difference of substance or of spirit in the prayers or re-
marks of Protestants and Maronites, Greeks and Syrians.
At the meeting of the World's Students' Christian Federation
Conference at Constantinople, conducted in 1911 by Dr.
John R. Mott, one of the most impressive speeches was
made by a Maronite delegate from the Syrian Protestant
College. The spirit of brotherhood breathed in the quiet
of the Y. M. C. A. services finds ample opportunity for
practical testing on the athletic field, where the son of a
Druse sheikh may have to own that he is beaten by the
grandson of the peasant who owed feudal allegiance to his
family, and where the foot-ball team may include members
of half a dozen Christian sects under the Moslem captain.
The religious life of the Syrian Protestant College is a
striking vindication of the programme of the first American
missionaries, If we regard this as theory or as prophecy;
and yet at the same time it is an equally striking vindication
of their wisdom in departing from the programme in view
of a practical necessity forced upon them. This programme
did not include the formation of a native Protestant body,
but looked toward the reformation of the old churches
from within. How the creation of a Protestant church was
necessitated by the hostile action of the prelates toward their
followers who listened to the missionaries, we have seen.
How this body, once formed, has never assumed large pro-
portions, we have also seen. But that its Influence has
reached far beyond its own limits can be strongly asserted.
Members of the old churches assert it strongly themselves.
"You have not built up a large sect," said one of these
recently to a veteran missionary, "but you have changed
all the rest!"

